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Overview

Description

While cryptocurrency and blockchain have lost mainstream attention, cybercriminals continue
to exploit these technologies through various scams like memecoins, rug pulls, and unregulated
social media platforms. This report also highlights the SneakyChef threat actor's ongoing
campaign targeting government agencies, delivering SugarGhOst and SpiceRAT malware. Despite
previous disclosures, SneakyChef persists with the same tactics, techniques, and procedures
(TTPs) and command-and-control (C2) infrastructure.

Confidence

This value represents the confidence in the correctness of the data contained within this report.

100 / 100
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Attack-Pattern

T1497

T1497

Description

Adversaries may employ various means to detect and avoid virtualization and analysis
environments. This may include changing behaviors based on the results of checks for the
presence of artifacts indicative of a virtual machine environment (VME) or sandbox. If the
adversary detects a VME, they may alter their malware to disengage from the victim or
conceal the core functions of the implant. They may also search for VME artifacts before
dropping secondary or additional payloads. Adversaries may use the information learned
from [Virtualization/Sandbox Evasion](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1497) during
automated discovery to shape follow-on behaviors.(Citation: Deloitte Environment
Awareness) Adversaries may use several methods to accomplish [Virtualization/Sandbox
Evasion](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1497) such as checking for security
monitoring tools (e.g., Sysinternals, Wireshark, etc.) or other system artifacts associated
with analysis or virtualization. Adversaries may also check for legitimate user activity to
help determine if it is in an analysis environment. Additional methods include use of sleep
timers or loops within malware code to avoid operating within a temporary sandbox.
(Citation: Unit 42 Pirpi July 2015)

T1489

n Attack-Pattern
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T1489

Description

Adversaries may stop or disable services on a system to render those services unavailable
to legitimate users. Stopping critical services or processes can inhibit or stop response to
an incident or aid in the adversary's overall objectives to cause damage to the
environment.(Citation: Talos Olympic Destroyer 2018)(Citation: Novetta Blockbuster)
Adversaries may accomplish this by disabling individual services of high importance to an
organization, such as "MSExchangelS, which will make Exchange content inaccessible
(Citation: Novetta Blockbuster). In some cases, adversaries may stop or disable many or all
services to render systems unusable.(Citation: Talos Olympic Destroyer 2018) Services or
processes may not allow for modification of their data stores while running. Adversaries
may stop services or processes in order to conduct [Data Destruction](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1485) or [Data Encrypted for Impact](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1486) on the data stores of services like Exchange and SQL Server.(Citation:
SecureWorks WannaCry Analysis)

T4

T4

Description

Adversaries may target user email to collect sensitive information. Emails may contain
sensitive data, including trade secrets or personal information, that can prove valuable to
adversaries. Adversaries can collect or forward email from mail servers or clients.

11027

Attack-Pattern
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11027

Description

Adversaries may attempt to make an executable or file difficult to discover or analyze by
encrypting, encoding, or otherwise obfuscating its contents on the system or in transit.
This is common behavior that can be used across different platforms and the network to
evade defenses. Payloads may be compressed, archived, or encrypted in order to avoid
detection. These payloads may be used during Initial Access or later to mitigate detection.
Sometimes a user's action may be required to open and [Deobfuscate/Decode Files or
Information](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1140) for [User Execution](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204). The user may also be required to input a password to
open a password protected compressed/encrypted file that was provided by the adversary.
(Citation: Volexity PowerDuke November 2016) Adversaries may also use compressed or
archived scripts, such as JavaScript. Portions of files can also be encoded to hide the
plain-text strings that would otherwise help defenders with discovery. (Citation: Linux/
Cdorked.A We Live Security Analysis) Payloads may also be split into separate, seemingly
benign files that only reveal malicious functionality when reassembled. (Citation: Carbon
Black Obfuscation Sept 2016) Adversaries may also abuse [Command Obfuscation](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1027/010) to obscure commands executed from payloads or
directly via [Command and Scripting Interpreter](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059). Environment variables, aliases, characters, and other platform/language specific
semantics can be used to evade signature based detections and application control
mechanisms. (Citation: FireEye Obfuscation June 2017) (Citation: FireEye Revoke-
Obfuscation July 2017)(Citation: PaloAlto EncodedCommand March 2017)

T1105

T1105

Description
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Adversaries may transfer tools or other files from an external system into a compromised
environment. Tools or files may be copied from an external adversary-controlled system to
the victim network through the command and control channel or through alternate
protocols such as [ftp](https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0095). Once present, adversaries
may also transfer/spread tools between victim devices within a compromised environment
(i.e. [Lateral Tool Transfer](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1570)). On Windows,
adversaries may use various utilities to download tools, such as “copy’, “finger’, [certutil]
(https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0160), and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/001) commands such as "IEX(New-Object
Net.WebClient).downloadString()” and “Invoke-WebRequest™. On Linux and macOS systems,
a variety of utilities also exist, such as “curl’, ‘scp’, sftp, tftp’, rsync,, finger, and ‘wget .
(Citation: t1105_lolbas) Adversaries may also abuse installers and package managers, such
as yum or ‘winget’, to download tools to victim hosts. Adversaries have also abused file
application features, such as the Windows “search-ms’ protocol handler, to deliver
malicious files to victims through remote file searches invoked by [User Execution](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204) (typically after interacting with [Phishing](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1566) lures).(Citation: T1105: Trellix_search-ms) Files can also
be transferred using various [Web Service](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1102)s as
well as native or otherwise present tools on the victim system.(Citation: PTSecurity Cobalt
Dec 2016) In some cases, adversaries may be able to leverage services that sync between a
web-based and an on-premises client, such as Dropbox or OneDrive, to transfer files onto
victim systems. For example, by compromising a cloud account and logging into the
service's web portal, an adversary may be able to trigger an automatic syncing process
that transfers the file onto the victim's machine.(Citation: Dropbox Malware Sync)

T1485

T1485

Description

Adversaries may destroy data and files on specific systems or in large numbers on a
network to interrupt availability to systems, services, and network resources. Data
destruction is likely to render stored data irrecoverable by forensic techniques through
overwriting files or data on local and remote drives.(Citation: Symantec Shamoon 2012)
(Citation: FireEye Shamoon Nov 2016)(Citation: Palo Alto Shamoon Nov 2016)(Citation:
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Kaspersky StoneDrill 2017)(Citation: Unit 42 Shamoon3 2018)(Citation: Talos Olympic
Destroyer 2018) Common operating system file deletion commands such as “del” and “rm’
often only remove pointers to files without wiping the contents of the files themselves,
making the files recoverable by proper forensic methodology. This behavior is distinct
from [Disk Content Wipe](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1561/001) and [Disk
Structure Wipel(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1561/002) because individual files
are destroyed rather than sections of a storage disk or the disk's logical structure.
Adversaries may attempt to overwrite files and directories with randomly generated data
to make it irrecoverable.(Citation: Kaspersky StoneDrill 2017)(Citation: Unit 42 Shamoon3
2018) In some cases politically oriented image files have been used to overwrite data.
(Citation: FireEye Shamoon Nov 2016)(Citation: Palo Alto Shamoon Nov 2016)(Citation:
Kaspersky StoneDrill 2017) To maximize impact on the target organization in operations
where network-wide availability interruption is the goal, malware designed for destroying
data may have worm-like features to propagate across a network by leveraging additional
techniques like [Valid Accounts](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1078), [0S Credential
Dumping](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1003), and [SMB/Windows Admin Shares]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1021/002).(Citation: Symantec Shamoon 2012)
(Citation: FireEye Shamoon Nov 2016)(Citation: Palo Alto Shamoon Nov 2016)(Citation:
Kaspersky StoneDrill 2017)(Citation: Talos Olympic Destroyer 2018). In cloud environments,
adversaries may leverage access to delete cloud storage, cloud storage accounts, machine

Images, and other infrastructure crucial to operations to damage an organization or their
customers.(Citation: Data Destruction - Threat Post)(Citation: DOJ - Cisco Insider)

T1059

T1059

Description

Adversaries may abuse command and script interpreters to execute commands, scripts, or
binaries. These interfaces and languages provide ways of interacting with computer
systems and are a common feature across many different platforms. Most systems come
with some built-in command-line interface and scripting capabilities, for example, macOS
and Linux distributions include some flavor of [Unix Shell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/004) while Windows installations include the [Windows Command Shell]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/003) and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/001). There are also cross-platform interpreters such as [Python]
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(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/006), as well as those commonly associated
with client applications such as [JavaScript](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059/007) and [Visual Basic](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/005). Adversaries
may abuse these technologies in various ways as a means of executing arbitrary
commands. Commands and scripts can be embedded in [Initial Access](https://
attack.mitre.org/tactics/TA0001) payloads delivered to victims as lure documents or as
secondary payloads downloaded from an existing C2. Adversaries may also execute
commands through interactive terminals/shells, as well as utilize various [Remote
Services](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1021) in order to achieve remote Execution.
(Citation: Powershell Remote Commands)(Citation: Cisco 10S Software Integrity Assurance -
Command History)(Citation: Remote Shell Execution in Python)

71071

T1071

Description

Adversaries may communicate using OSI application layer protocols to avoid detection/
network filtering by blending in with existing traffic. Commands to the remote system, and
often the results of those commands, will be embedded within the protocol traffic
between the client and server. Adversaries may utilize many different protocols, including

those used for web browsing, transferring files, electronic mail, or DNS. For connections
that occur internally within an enclave (such as those between a proxy or pivot node and
other nodes), commonly used protocols are SMB, SSH, or RDP(Citation: Mandiant APT29
Eye Spy Email Nov 22)

11140

11140

Attack-Pattern
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Description

Adversaries may use [Obfuscated Files or Information](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1027) to hide artifacts of an intrusion from analysis. They may require
separate mechanisms to decode or deobfuscate that information depending on how they
intend to use it. Methods for doing that include built-in functionality of malware or by
using utilities present on the system. One such example is the use of [certutil](https://
attack.mitre.org/software/S0160) to decode a remote access tool portable executable file
that has been hidden inside a certificate file.(Citation: Malwarebytes Targeted Attack
against Saudi Arabia) Another example is using the Windows “copy /b~ command to
reassemble binary fragments into a malicious payload.(Citation: Carbon Black Obfuscation
Sept 2016) Sometimes a user's action may be required to open it for deobfuscation or
decryption as part of [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204). The user
may also be required to input a password to open a password protected compressed/
encrypted file that was provided by the adversary. (Citation: Volexity PowerDuke November
2016)

11082

171082

Description

An adversary may attempt to get detailed information about the operating system and
hardware, including version, patches, hotfixes, service packs, and architecture. Adversaries
may use the information from [System Information Discovery](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1082) during automated discovery to shape follow-on behaviors, including
whether or not the adversary fully infects the target and/or attempts specific actions.
Tools such as [Systeminfo](https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0096) can be used to gather
detailed system information. If running with privileged access, a breakdown of system data
can be gathered through the “systemsetup configuration tool on macOS. As an example,
adversaries with user-level access can execute the “df -aH command to obtain currently
mounted disks and associated freely available space. Adversaries may also leverage a
[Network Device CLI](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/008) on network devices
to gather detailed system information (e.g. 'show version’).(Citation: US-CERT-TA18-106A)
[System Information Discovery](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1082) combined with
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information gathered from other forms of discovery and reconnaissance can drive payload
development and concealment.(Citation: OSX.FairyTale)(Citation: 20 macOS Common Tools
and Techniques) Infrastructure as a Service (laaS) cloud providers such as AWS, GCP, and
Azure allow access to instance and virtual machine information via APIs. Successful
authenticated API calls can return data such as the operating system platform and status
of a particular instance or the model view of a virtual machine.(Citation: Amazon Describe
Instance)(Citation: Google Instances Resource)(Citation: Microsoft Virutal Machine API)
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Government

Civilian government institutions and administrations of the executive and legislative
branches. The diplomatic and judicial branches are not included.

Sector



TLP:CLEAR

Indicator

9be2103d3418d266de57143c2164b31c27dfa73c22e42137f3fe63a21f793202

Pattern Type

stix

Pattern

[file:hashes!SHA-256' =
'9he2103d3418d266de57143c2164b31c27dfa73c22e42137f3fe63a21f793202']

a024a18e27707738adcd7b5a740c5a93534b4b8c9d3b947f6d85740af19d17d0

Pattern Type

stix

Pattern

[file:hashes!SHA-256' =
'a024a18e27707738adcd7b5a740c5a93534b4b8c9d3b947f6d85740af19d17d0']

Indicator
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a31f222fc283227t5e7988d1ad9c0aecd66d58bb7b4d8518ae23e110308dbf91

Pattern Type

stix

Pattern

[file:hashes.!SHA-256' =
'a31f222fc283227f5e7988d1ad9c0aecd66d58bb7b4d8518ae23e110308dbfo1']

484c74d529eb1551fc2ddfe3c821a7a87113¢ce927cf22d79241030c2b4akaar4

Pattern Type

stix

Pattern

[file:hashes!SHA-256' =
'484c74d529eb1551fc2ddfe3c821a7a87113ce927¢f22d79241030c2b4akaars']

Indicator
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Intrusion-Set

SneakyChef

Intrusion-Set
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Angola

India

British Indian Ocean Territory

Latvia

Saudi Arabia

Kazakhstan

Turkmenistan

Country
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Central Asia

Europe

Northern Europe

Asia

Sub-Saharan Africa

Africa

Southern Asia

Region
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Middle East

Region
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SpiceRAT

SugarGhOst

Malware
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targets
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located-at

Description

Country Latvia is located in Northern Europe

Description

Region Middle East is located in Asia

Description

Country India is located in Southern Asia

located-at
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Description

Region Sub-Saharan Africa is located in Africa

Description

Region Northern Europe is located in Europe

located-at
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StixFile

a024a18e27707738adcd7b5a740¢5a93534b4b8c9d3b947f6d85740af19d17d0

9be2103d3418d266de57143¢c2164b31c27dfa73c22e42137f3fe63a21f793202

a31f222fc283227t5e7988d1ad9c0aecd66d58bb7b4d8518ae23e110308dbf91

484c74d529eb1551fc2ddfe3c821a7a87113ce927¢f22d79241030c2b4akaa74
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External References

https://blogtalosintelligence.com/threat-source-newsletter-june-27-2024/

https://otx.alienvault.com/pulse/667e67d37bd6chcb85853618
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https://blog.talosintelligence.com/threat-source-newsletter-june-27-2024/
https://otx.alienvault.com/pulse/667e67d37bd6cbcb85853618
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