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Overview

Description

A recent campaign by the North Korea-linked threat actor Kimsuky distributed malicious LNK
files posing as PDFs to download payloads. The payloads used Dropbox APIs and Tutclient RAT
to collect info. Kimsuky campaigns increasingly use cloud services and living-off-the-land
tactics.

Confidence

This value represents the confidence in the correctness of the data contained within this report.
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Intrusion-Set

Kimsuky

[Kimsuky](https://attack.mitre.org/groups/G0094) is a North Korea-based cyber espionage
group that has been active since at least 2012. The group initially focused on targeting
South Korean government entities, think tanks, and individuals identified as experts in

various fields, and expanded its operations to include the United States, Russia, Europe,
and the UN. [Kimsuky](https://attack.mitre.org/groups/G0094) has focused its intelligence
collection activities on foreign policy and national security issues related to the Korean
peninsula, nuclear policy, and sanctions.(Citation: EST Kimsuky April 2019)(Citation: BRI
Kimsuky April 2019)(Citation: Cybereason Kimsuky November 2020)(Citation: Malwarebytes
Kimsuky June 2021)(Citation: CISA AA20-301A Kimsuky) [Kimsuky](https://attack.mitre.org/
groups/G0094) was assessed to be responsible for the 2014 Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power
Co. compromise; other notable campaigns include Operation STOLEN PENCIL (2018),
Operation Kabar Cobra (2019), and Operation Smoke Screen (2019).(Citation: Netscout
Stolen Pencil Dec 2018)(Citation: EST Kimsuky SmokeScreen April 2019)(Citation: AhnLab
Kimsuky Kabar Cobra Feb 2019) North Korean group definitions are known to have
significant overlap, and some security researchers report all North Korean state-sponsored
cyber activity under the name [Lazarus Group](https://attack.mitre.org/groups/G0032)
instead of tracking clusters or subgroups.

Kimsuky
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Attack-Pattern

Access Token Manipulation

T1134

Description

Adversaries may modify access tokens to operate under a different user or system security
context to perform actions and bypass access controls. Windows uses access tokens to
determine the ownership of a running process. A user can manipulate access tokens to
make a running process appear as though it is the child of a different process or belongs
to someone other than the user that started the process. When this occurs, the process
also takes on the security context associated with the new token. An adversary can use
built-in Windows API functions to copy access tokens from existing processes; this is
known as token stealing. These token can then be applied to an existing process (i.e.
[Token Impersonation/Theft](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1134/001)) or used to
spawn a new process (i.e. [Create Process with Token](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1134/002)). An adversary must already be in a privileged user context (i.e. administrator)
to steal a token. However, adversaries commonly use token stealing to elevate their
security context from the administrator level to the SYSTEM level. An adversary can then
use a token to authenticate to a remote system as the account for that token if the
account has appropriate permissions on the remote system.(Citation: Pentestlab Token
Manipulation) Any standard user can use the ‘runas’ command, and the Windows API
functions, to create impersonation tokens; it does not require access to an administrator
account. There are also other mechanisms, such as Active Directory fields, that can be
used to modify access tokens.
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Data Encoding

T1132

Description

Adversaries may encode data to make the content of command and control traffic more
difficult to detect. Command and control (C2) information can be encoded using a
standard data encoding system. Use of data encoding may adhere to existing protocol
specifications and includes use of ASCII, Unicode, Base64, MIME, or other binary-to-text
and character encoding systems.(Citation: Wikipedia Binary-to-text Encoding) (Citation:

Wikipedia Character Encoding) Some data encoding systems may also result in data
compression, such as gzip.

Query Registry

11012

Description

Adversaries may interact with the Windows Registry to gather information about the
system, configuration, and installed software. The Registry contains a significant amount of
information about the operating system, configuration, software, and security.(Citation:
Wikipedia Windows Registry) Information can easily be queried using the [Reg](https://
attack.mitre.org/software/S0075) utility, though other means to access the Registry exist.
Some of the information may help adversaries to further their operation within a network.
Adversaries may use the information from [Query Registry](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1012) during automated discovery to shape follow-on behaviors, including
whether or not the adversary fully infects the target and/or attempts specific actions.

n Attack-Pattern
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Input Capture

11056

Description

Adversaries may use methods of capturing user input to obtain credentials or collect
information. During normal system usage, users often provide credentials to various
different locations, such as login pages/portals or system dialog boxes. Input capture
mechanisms may be transparent to the user (e.g. [Credential APl Hooking](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1056/004)) or rely on deceiving the user into providing input
into what they believe to be a genuine service (e.g. [Web Portal Capture](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1056/003)).

Encrypted Channel

T1573

Adversaries may employ a known encryption algorithm to conceal command and control
traffic rather than relying on any inherent protections provided by a communication
protocol. Despite the use of a secure algorithm, these implementations may be vulnerable
to reverse engineering if secret keys are encoded and/or generated within malware
samples/configuration files.

Description

Attack-Pattern
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Exfiltration Over C2 Channel

T1041

Description

Adversaries may steal data by exfiltrating it over an existing command and control
channel. Stolen data is encoded into the normal communications channel using the same
protocol as command and control communications.

Process Discovery

T1057

Description

Adversaries may attempt to get information about running processes on a system.
Information obtained could be used to gain an understanding of common software/
applications running on systems within the network. Adversaries may use the information
from [Process Discovery](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1057) during automated
discovery to shape follow-on behaviors, including whether or not the adversary fully
infects the target and/or attempts specific actions. In Windows environments, adversaries
could obtain details on running processes using the [Tasklist](https://attack.mitre.org/
software/S0057) utility via [cmd](https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0106) or “Get-Process
via [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/001). Information about
processes can also be extracted from the output of [Native API](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1106) calls such as “CreateToolhelp32Snapshot’. In Mac and Linux, this is
accomplished with the ‘ps- command. Adversaries may also opt to enumerate processes
via /proc. On network devices, [Network Device CLI](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059/008) commands such as ‘show processes™ can be used to display current running
processes.(Citation: US-CERT-TA18-106A)(Citation: show_processes_cisco_cmd)

Attack-Pattern
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Scripting

T1064

Description

**This technique has been deprecated. Please use [Command and Scripting Interpreter]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059) where appropriate** Adversaries may use
scripts to aid in operations and perform multiple actions that would otherwise be manual.
Scripting is useful for speeding up operational tasks and reducing the time required to
gain access to critical resources. Some scripting languages may be used to bypass process
monitoring mechanisms by directly interacting with the operating system at an API level
instead of calling other programs. Common scripting languages for Windows include
VBScript and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1086) but could also be in
the form of command-line batch scripts. Scripts can be embedded inside Office
documents as macros that can be set to execute when files used in [Spearphishing
Attachment](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1193) and other types of spearphishing
are opened. Malicious embedded macros are an alternative means of execution than
software exploitation through [Exploitation for Client Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1203), where adversaries will rely on macros being allowed or that the user
will accept to activate them. Many popular offensive frameworks exist which use forms of
scripting for security testers and adversaries alike. Metasploit (Citation: Metasploit_Ref),
Veil (Citation: Veil_Ref), and PowerSploit (Citation: Powersploit) are three examples that
are popular among penetration testers for exploit and post-compromise operations and

include many features for evading defenses. Some adversaries are known to use
PowerShell. (Citation: Alperovitch 2014)

File and Directory Discovery

11083

Attack-Pattern
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Description

Adversaries may enumerate files and directories or may search in specific locations of a
host or network share for certain information within a file system. Adversaries may use the
information from [File and Directory Discovery](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1083)
during automated discovery to shape follow-on behaviors, including whether or not the
adversary fully infects the target and/or attempts specific actions. Many command shell
utilities can be used to obtain this information. Examples include “dir, ‘tree’, 'ls, find’,
and “locate”.(Citation: Windows Commands JPCERT) Custom tools may also be used to
gather file and directory information and interact with the [Native API](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1106). Adversaries may also leverage a [Network Device CLI]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/008) on network devices to gather file and
directory information (e.g. *dir’, 'show flash’, and/or “nvram’).(Citation: US-CERT-TA18-106A)

Command and Scripting Interpreter

11059

Description

Adversaries may abuse command and script interpreters to execute commands, scripts, or
binaries. These interfaces and languages provide ways of interacting with computer
systems and are a common feature across many different platforms. Most systems come
with some built-in command-line interface and scripting capabilities, for example, macOS
and Linux distributions include some flavor of [Unix Shelll(https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/004) while Windows installations include the [Windows Command Shell]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/003) and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/001). There are also cross-platform interpreters such as [Python]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/006), as well as those commonly associated
with client applications such as [JavaScript](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059/007) and [Visual Basic](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/005). Adversaries
may abuse these technologies in various ways as a means of executing arbitrary
commands. Commands and scripts can be embedded in [Initial Access](https://
attack.mitre.org/tactics/TA0001) payloads delivered to victims as lure documents or as
secondary payloads downloaded from an existing C2. Adversaries may also execute
commands through interactive terminals/shells, as well as utilize various [Remote

Attack-Pattern
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Services](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1021) in order to achieve remote Execution.
(Citation: Powershell Remote Commands)(Citation: Cisco 10S Software Integrity Assurance -
Command History)(Citation: Remote Shell Execution in Python)

Obfuscated Files or Information

11027

Description

Adversaries may attempt to make an executable or file difficult to discover or analyze by
encrypting, encoding, or otherwise obfuscating its contents on the system or in transit.
This is common behavior that can be used across different platforms and the network to
evade defenses. Payloads may be compressed, archived, or encrypted in order to avoid
detection. These payloads may be used during Initial Access or later to mitigate detection.
Sometimes a user's action may be required to open and [Deobfuscate/Decode Files or
Information](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1140) for [User Execution](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204). The user may also be required to input a password to
open a password protected compressed/encrypted file that was provided by the adversary.
(Citation: Volexity PowerDuke November 2016) Adversaries may also use compressed or
archived scripts, such as JavaScript. Portions of files can also be encoded to hide the
plain-text strings that would otherwise help defenders with discovery. (Citation: Linux/
Cdorked.A We Live Security Analysis) Payloads may also be split into separate, seemingly
benign files that only reveal malicious functionality when reassembled. (Citation: Carbon
Black Obfuscation Sept 2016) Adversaries may also abuse [Command Obfuscation](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1027/010) to obscure commands executed from payloads or
directly via [Command and Scripting Interpreter](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059). Environment variables, aliases, characters, and other platform/language specific
semantics can be used to evade signature based detections and application control
mechanisms. (Citation: FireEye Obfuscation June 2017) (Citation: FireEye Revoke-
Obfuscation July 2017)(Citation: PaloAlto EncodedCommand March 2017)

Phishing

Attack-Pattern
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T1566

Description

Adversaries may send phishing messages to gain access to victim systems. All forms of
phishing are electronically delivered social engineering. Phishing can be targeted, known
as spearphishing. In spearphishing, a specific individual, company, or industry will be
targeted by the adversary. More generally, adversaries can conduct non-targeted phishing,
such as in mass malware spam campaigns. Adversaries may send victims emails
containing malicious attachments or links, typically to execute malicious code on victim
systems. Phishing may also be conducted via third-party services, like social media
platforms. Phishing may also involve social engineering techniques, such as posing as a
trusted source, as well as evasive techniques such as removing or manipulating emails or
metadata/headers from compromised accounts being abused to send messages (e.g.,
[Email Hiding Rules](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1564/008)).(Citation: Microsoft
OAuth Spam 2022)(Citation: Palo Alto Unit 42 VBA Infostealer 2014) Another way to
accomplish this is by forging or spoofing(Citation: Proofpoint-spoof) the identity of the
sender which can be used to fool both the human recipient as well as automated security
tools.(Citation: cyberproof-double-bounce) Victims may also receive phishing messages

that instruct them to call a phone number where they are directed to visit a malicious URL,
download malware,(Citation: sygnia Luna Month)(Citation: CISA Remote Monitoring and
Management Software) or install adversary-accessible remote management tools onto
their computer (i.e., [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204)).(Citation:
Unit42 Luna Moth)

Ingress Tool Transfer

T1105

Description

Adversaries may transfer tools or other files from an external system into a compromised
environment. Tools or files may be copied from an external adversary-controlled system to

Attack-Pattern
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the victim network through the command and control channel or through alternate
protocols such as [ftp](https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0095). Once present, adversaries
may also transfer/spread tools between victim devices within a compromised environment
(i.e. [Lateral Tool Transfer](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1570)). On Windows,
adversaries may use various utilities to download tools, such as “copy’, ‘finger’, [certutil]
(https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0160), and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/001) commands such as “IEX(New-Object
NetWebClient).downloadString()” and “Invoke-WebRequest™. On Linux and macOS systems,
a variety of utilities also exist, such as “curl’, ‘scp’, sftp’, ‘tftp, rsync’, finger, and "wget".
(Citation: t1105_lolbas) Adversaries may also abuse installers and package managers, such
as yum  or winget’, to download tools to victim hosts. Files can also be transferred using
various [Web Service](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1102)s as well as native or
otherwise present tools on the victim system.(Citation: PTSecurity Cobalt Dec 2016) In some
cases, adversaries may be able to leverage services that sync between a web-based and

an on-premises client, such as Dropbox or OneDrive, to transfer files onto victim systems.
For example, by compromising a cloud account and logging into the service's web portal,
an adversary may be able to trigger an automatic syncing process that transfers the file
onto the victim's machine.(Citation: Dropbox Malware Sync)

Masquerading

T1036

Description

Adversaries may attempt to manipulate features of their artifacts to make them appear
legitimate or benign to users and/or security tools. Masquerading occurs when the name
or location of an object, legitimate or malicious, is manipulated or abused for the sake of
evading defenses and observation. This may include manipulating file metadata, tricking
users into misidentifying the file type, and giving legitimate task or service names.
Renaming abusable system utilities to evade security monitoring is also a form of
[Masquerading](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1036).(Citation: LOLBAS Main Site)
Masquerading may also include the use of [Proxy](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1090) or VPNs to disguise IP addresses, which can allow adversaries to blend in with
normal network traffic and bypass conditional access policies or anti-abuse protections.

Attack-Pattern
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Supply Chain Compromise

T1195

Description

Adversaries may manipulate products or product delivery mechanisms prior to receipt by
a final consumer for the purpose of data or system compromise. Supply chain compromise
can take place at any stage of the supply chain including: * Manipulation of development
tools * Manipulation of a development environment * Manipulation of source code
repositories (public or private) * Manipulation of source code in open-source
dependencies * Manipulation of software update/distribution mechanisms *
Compromised/infected system images (multiple cases of removable media infected at the
factory)(Citation: IBM Storwize)(Citation: Schneider Electric USB Malware) * Replacement of
legitimate software with modified versions * Sales of modified/counterfeit products to
legitimate distributors * Shipment interdiction While supply chain compromise can impact
any component of hardware or software, adversaries looking to gain execution have often
focused on malicious additions to legitimate software in software distribution or update
channels.(Citation: Avast CCleaner3 2018)(Citation: Microsoft Dofoil 2018)(Citation:
Command Five SK 2011) Targeting may be specific to a desired victim set or malicious
software may be distributed to a broad set of consumers but only move on to additional
tactics on specific victims.(Citation: Symantec Elderwood Sept 2012)(Citation: Avast
CCleaner3 2018)(Citation: Command Five SK 2011) Popular open source projects that are
used as dependencies in many applications may also be targeted as a means to add
malicious code to users of the dependency.(Citation: Trendmicro NPM Compromise)

Deobfuscate/Decode Files or Information

11140

Attack-Pattern
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Description

Adversaries may use [Obfuscated Files or Information](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1027) to hide artifacts of an intrusion from analysis. They may require
separate mechanisms to decode or deobfuscate that information depending on how they
intend to use it. Methods for doing that include built-in functionality of malware or by
using utilities present on the system. One such example is the use of [certutil](https://
attack.mitre.org/software/S0160) to decode a remote access tool portable executable file
that has been hidden inside a certificate file.(Citation: Malwarebytes Targeted Attack
against Saudi Arabia) Another example is using the Windows “copy /b~ command to
reassemble binary fragments into a malicious payload.(Citation: Carbon Black Obfuscation

Sept 2016) Sometimes a user's action may be required to open it for deobfuscation or
decryption as part of [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204). The user
may also be required to input a password to open a password protected compressed/
encrypted file that was provided by the adversary. (Citation: Volexity PowerDuke November
2016)

Application Layer Protocol

T1071

Description

Adversaries may communicate using OSI application layer protocols to avoid detection/
network filtering by blending in with existing traffic. Commands to the remote system, and
often the results of those commands, will be embedded within the protocol traffic
between the client and server. Adversaries may utilize many different protocols, including
those used for web browsing, transferring files, electronic mail, or DNS. For connections
that occur internally within an enclave (such as those between a proxy or pivot node and
other nodes), commonly used protocols are SMB, SSH, or RDP.

OS Credential Dumping
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T1003

Description

Adversaries may attempt to dump credentials to obtain account login and credential
material, normally in the form of a hash or a clear text password, from the operating
system and software. Credentials can then be used to perform [Lateral Movement](https://
attack.mitre.org/tactics/TA0008) and access restricted information. Several of the tools
mentioned in associated sub-techniques may be used by both adversaries and
professional security testers. Additional custom tools likely exist as well.

Screen Capture

1113

Description

Adversaries may attempt to take screen captures of the desktop to gather information
over the course of an operation. Screen capturing functionality may be included as a
feature of a remote access tool used in post-compromise operations. Taking a screenshot
is also typically possible through native utilities or API calls, such as "CopyFromScreen’,
xwd’, or “screencapture’.(Citation: CopyFromScreen .NET)(Citation: Antiquated Mac
Malware)

Access Token Manipulation
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T1134

Description

Adversaries may modify access tokens to operate under a different user or system security
context to perform actions and bypass access controls. Windows uses access tokens to
determine the ownership of a running process. A user can manipulate access tokens to
make a running process appear as though it is the child of a different process or belongs
to someone other than the user that started the process. When this occurs, the process
also takes on the security context associated with the new token. An adversary can use
built-in Windows API functions to copy access tokens from existing processes; this is
known as token stealing. These token can then be applied to an existing process (i.e.
[Token Impersonation/Theft](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1134/001)) or used to
spawn a new process (i.e. [Create Process with Token](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1134/002)). An adversary must already be in a privileged user context (i.e. administrator)
to steal a token. However, adversaries commonly use token stealing to elevate their
security context from the administrator level to the SYSTEM level. An adversary can then
use a token to authenticate to a remote system as the account for that token if the
account has appropriate permissions on the remote system.(Citation: Pentestlab Token
Manipulation) Any standard user can use the ‘runas’ command, and the Windows API
functions, to create impersonation tokens; it does not require access to an administrator

account. There are also other mechanisms, such as Active Directory fields, that can be
used to modify access tokens.

Data Encoding

11132

Description

Adversaries may encode data to make the content of command and control traffic more
difficult to detect. Command and control (C2) information can be encoded using a
standard data encoding system. Use of data encoding may adhere to existing protocol
specifications and includes use of ASCII, Unicode, Base64, MIME, or other binary-to-text
and character encoding systems.(Citation: Wikipedia Binary-to-text Encoding) (Citation:
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Wikipedia Character Encoding) Some data encoding systems may also result in data
compression, such as gzip.

Query Registry

T1012

Description

Adversaries may interact with the Windows Registry to gather information about the
system, configuration, and installed software. The Registry contains a significant amount of
information about the operating system, configuration, software, and security.(Citation:
Wikipedia Windows Registry) Information can easily be queried using the [Reg](https://
attack.mitre.org/software/S0075) utility, though other means to access the Registry exist.
Some of the information may help adversaries to further their operation within a network.
Adversaries may use the information from [Query Registry](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1012) during automated discovery to shape follow-on behaviors, including
whether or not the adversary fully infects the target and/or attempts specific actions.

Input Capture

11056

Description

Adversaries may use methods of capturing user input to obtain credentials or collect
information. During normal system usage, users often provide credentials to various
different locations, such as login pages/portals or system dialog boxes. Input capture
mechanisms may be transparent to the user (e.g. [Credential APl Hooking](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1056/004)) or rely on deceiving the user into providing input

Attack-Pattern




TLP:CLEAR

into what they believe to be a genuine service (e.g. [Web Portal Capture](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1056/003)).

Encrypted Channel

T1573

Description

Adversaries may employ a known encryption algorithm to conceal command and control
traffic rather than relying on any inherent protections provided by a communication
protocol. Despite the use of a secure algorithm, these implementations may be vulnerable
to reverse engineering if secret keys are encoded and/or generated within malware
samples/configuration files

Exfiltration Over C2 Channel

T1041

Description

Adversaries may steal data by exfiltrating it over an existing command and control
channel. Stolen data is encoded into the normal communications channel using the same
protocol as command and control communications.

Process Discovery
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T1057

Description

Adversaries may attempt to get information about running processes on a system.
Information obtained could be used to gain an understanding of common software/
applications running on systems within the network. Adversaries may use the information
from [Process Discovery](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1057) during automated
discovery to shape follow-on behaviors, including whether or not the adversary fully
infects the target and/or attempts specific actions. In Windows environments, adversaries
could obtain details on running processes using the [Tasklist](https://attack.mitre.org/
software/S0057) utility via [cmd](https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0106) or “Get-Process
via [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/001). Information about
processes can also be extracted from the output of [Native API](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1106) calls such as “CreateToolhelp32Snapshot’. In Mac and Linux, this is
accomplished with the 'ps- command. Adversaries may also opt to enumerate processes
via /proc. On network devices, [Network Device CLI](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059/008) commands such as 'show processes” can be used to display current running
processes.(Citation: US-CERT-TA18-106A)(Citation: show_processes_cisco_cmd)

Scripting

T1064

Description

**This technique has been deprecated. Please use [Command and Scripting Interpreter]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059) where appropriate** Adversaries may use
scripts to aid in operations and perform multiple actions that would otherwise be manual.
Scripting is useful for speeding up operational tasks and reducing the time required to
gain access to critical resources. Some scripting languages may be used to bypass process
monitoring mechanisms by directly interacting with the operating system at an API level
instead of calling other programs. Common scripting languages for Windows include
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VBScript and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1086) but could also be in
the form of command-line batch scripts. Scripts can be embedded inside Office
documents as macros that can be set to execute when files used in [Spearphishing
Attachment](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1193) and other types of spearphishing
are opened. Malicious embedded macros are an alternative means of execution than
software exploitation through [Exploitation for Client Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1203), where adversaries will rely on macros being allowed or that the user
will accept to activate them. Many popular offensive frameworks exist which use forms of

scripting for security testers and adversaries alike. Metasploit (Citation: Metasploit_Ref),
Veil (Citation: Veil_Ref), and PowerSploit (Citation: Powersploit) are three examples that
are popular among penetration testers for exploit and post-compromise operations and
include many features for evading defenses. Some adversaries are known to use
PowerShell. (Citation: Alperovitch 2014)

File and Directory Discovery

11083

Description

Adversaries may enumerate files and directories or may search in specific locations of a
host or network share for certain information within a file system. Adversaries may use the
information from [File and Directory Discovery](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1083)
during automated discovery to shape follow-on behaviors, including whether or not the
adversary fully infects the target and/or attempts specific actions. Many command shell
utilities can be used to obtain this information. Examples include “dir, tree’, 'ls, find’,
and “locate”.(Citation: Windows Commands JPCERT) Custom tools may also be used to
gather file and directory information and interact with the [Native API](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1106). Adversaries may also leverage a [Network Device CLI]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/008) on network devices to gather file and
directory information (e.g. *dir’, 'show flash’, and/or “nvram’).(Citation: US-CERT-TA18-106A)

Command and Scripting Interpreter
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T1059

Description

Adversaries may abuse command and script interpreters to execute commands, scripts, or
binaries. These interfaces and languages provide ways of interacting with computer
systems and are a common feature across many different platforms. Most systems come
with some built-in command-line interface and scripting capabilities, for example, macOS
and Linux distributions include some flavor of [Unix Shell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/004) while Windows installations include the [Windows Command Shell]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/003) and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/001). There are also cross-platform interpreters such as [Python]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/006), as well as those commonly associated
with client applications such as [JavaScript](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059/007) and [Visual Basic](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/005). Adversaries
may abuse these technologies in various ways as a means of executing arbitrary
commands. Commands and scripts can be embedded in [Initial Access](https://
attack.mitre.org/tactics/TA0O001) payloads delivered to victims as lure documents or as
secondary payloads downloaded from an existing C2. Adversaries may also execute
commands through interactive terminals/shells, as well as utilize various [Remote
Services](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1021) in order to achieve remote Execution.
(Citation: Powershell Remote Commands)(Citation: Cisco 10S Software Integrity Assurance -
Command History)(Citation: Remote Shell Execution in Python)

Obfuscated Files or Information

11027

Description

Adversaries may attempt to make an executable or file difficult to discover or analyze by
encrypting, encoding, or otherwise obfuscating its contents on the system or in transit.
This is common behavior that can be used across different platforms and the network to
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evade defenses. Payloads may be compressed, archived, or encrypted in order to avoid
detection. These payloads may be used during Initial Access or later to mitigate detection.
Sometimes a user's action may be required to open and [Deobfuscate/Decode Files or
Information](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1140) for [User Execution](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204). The user may also be required to input a password to
open a password protected compressed/encrypted file that was provided by the adversary.
(Citation: Volexity PowerDuke November 2016) Adversaries may also use compressed or
archived scripts, such as JavaScript. Portions of files can also be encoded to hide the
plain-text strings that would otherwise help defenders with discovery. (Citation: Linux/
Cdorked.A We Live Security Analysis) Payloads may also be split into separate, seemingly
benign files that only reveal malicious functionality when reassembled. (Citation: Carbon
Black Obfuscation Sept 2016) Adversaries may also abuse [Command Obfuscation](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1027/010) to obscure commands executed from payloads or
directly via [Command and Scripting Interpreter](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059). Environment variables, aliases, characters, and other platform/language specific
semantics can be used to evade signature based detections and application control
mechanisms. (Citation: FireEye Obfuscation June 2017) (Citation: FireEye Revoke-
Obfuscation July 2017)(Citation: PaloAlto EncodedCommand March 2017)

Phishing

T1566

Description

Adversaries may send phishing messages to gain access to victim systems. All forms of
phishing are electronically delivered social engineering. Phishing can be targeted, known
as spearphishing. In spearphishing, a specific individual, company, or industry will be
targeted by the adversary. More generally, adversaries can conduct non-targeted phishing,
such as in mass malware spam campaigns. Adversaries may send victims emails
containing malicious attachments or links, typically to execute malicious code on victim
systems. Phishing may also be conducted via third-party services, like social media
platforms. Phishing may also involve social engineering techniques, such as posing as a
trusted source, as well as evasive techniques such as removing or manipulating emails or
metadata/headers from compromised accounts being abused to send messages (e.g.,
[Email Hiding Rules](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1564/008)).(Citation: Microsoft
OAuth Spam 2022)(Citation: Palo Alto Unit 42 VBA Infostealer 2014) Another way to
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accomplish this is by forging or spoofing(Citation: Proofpoint-spoof) the identity of the
sender which can be used to fool both the human recipient as well as automated security
tools.(Citation: cyberproof-double-bounce) Victims may also receive phishing messages
that instruct them to call a phone number where they are directed to visit a malicious URL,
download malware,(Citation: sygnia Luna Month)(Citation: CISA Remote Monitoring and
Management Software) or install adversary-accessible remote management tools onto
their computer (i.e., [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204)).(Citation:
Unit42 Luna Moth)

Ingress Tool Transfer

T1105

Description

Adversaries may transfer tools or other files from an external system into a compromised
environment. Tools or files may be copied from an external adversary-controlled system to
the victim network through the command and control channel or through alternate
protocols such as [ftp](https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0095). Once present, adversaries
may also transfer/spread tools between victim devices within a compromised environment
(i.e. [Lateral Tool Transfer](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1570)). On Windows,
adversaries may use various utilities to download tools, such as “copy’, “finger’, [certutil]
(https://attack.mitre.org/software/S0160), and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/001) commands such as 'IEX(New-Object
NetWebClient).downloadString()” and “Invoke-WebRequest™. On Linux and macOS systems,
a variety of utilities also exist, such as “curl’, ‘scp, sftp, tftp’, rsync, finger, and ‘wget".
(Citation: t1105_Llolbas) Adversaries may also abuse installers and package managers, such
as yum” or ‘winget’, to download tools to victim hosts. Files can also be transferred using
various [Web Service](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1102)s as well as native or
otherwise present tools on the victim system.(Citation: PTSecurity Cobalt Dec 2016) In some
cases, adversaries may be able to leverage services that sync between a web-based and

an on-premises client, such as Dropbox or OneDrive, to transfer files onto victim systems.
For example, by compromising a cloud account and logging into the service's web portal,
an adversary may be able to trigger an automatic syncing process that transfers the file
onto the victim's machine.(Citation: Dropbox Malware Sync)
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Masquerading

11036

Description

Adversaries may attempt to manipulate features of their artifacts to make them appear
legitimate or benign to users and/or security tools. Masquerading occurs when the name
or location of an object, legitimate or malicious, is manipulated or abused for the sake of
evading defenses and observation. This may include manipulating file metadata, tricking
users into misidentifying the file type, and giving legitimate task or service names.
Renaming abusable system utilities to evade security monitoring is also a form of
[Masquerading](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1036).(Citation: LOLBAS Main Site)
Masquerading may also include the use of [Proxy](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1090) or VPNs to disguise IP addresses, which can allow adversaries to blend in with
normal network traffic and bypass conditional access policies or anti-abuse protections.

Supply Chain Compromise

T1195

Description

Adversaries may manipulate products or product delivery mechanisms prior to receipt by
a final consumer for the purpose of data or system compromise. Supply chain compromise
can take place at any stage of the supply chain including: * Manipulation of development
tools * Manipulation of a development environment * Manipulation of source code
repositories (public or private) * Manipulation of source code in open-source
dependencies * Manipulation of software update/distribution mechanisms *
Compromised/infected system images (multiple cases of removable media infected at the
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factory)(Citation: IBM Storwize)(Citation: Schneider Electric USB Malware) * Replacement of
legitimate software with modified versions * Sales of modified/counterfeit products to
legitimate distributors * Shipment interdiction While supply chain compromise can impact
any component of hardware or software, adversaries looking to gain execution have often
focused on malicious additions to legitimate software in software distribution or update
channels.(Citation: Avast CCleaner3 2018)(Citation: Microsoft Dofoil 2018)(Citation:
Command Five SK 2011) Targeting may be specific to a desired victim set or malicious
software may be distributed to a broad set of consumers but only move on to additional
tactics on specific victims.(Citation: Symantec Elderwood Sept 2012)(Citation: Avast
CCleaner3 2018)(Citation: Command Five SK 2011) Popular open source projects that are
used as dependencies in many applications may also be targeted as a means to add
malicious code to users of the dependency.(Citation: Trendmicro NPM Compromise)

Deobfuscate/Decode Files or Information

11140

Description

Adversaries may use [Obfuscated Files or Information](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1027) to hide artifacts of an intrusion from analysis. They may require
separate mechanisms to decode or deobfuscate that information depending on how they
intend to use it. Methods for doing that include built-in functionality of malware or by
using utilities present on the system. One such example is the use of [certutil](https://
attack.mitre.org/software/S0160) to decode a remote access tool portable executable file
that has been hidden inside a certificate file.(Citation: Malwarebytes Targeted Attack
against Saudi Arabia) Another example is using the Windows “copy /b~ command to
reassemble binary fragments into a malicious payload.(Citation: Carbon Black Obfuscation
Sept 2016) Sometimes a user's action may be required to open it for deobfuscation or
decryption as part of [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204). The user
may also be required to input a password to open a password protected compressed/
encrypted file that was provided by the adversary. (Citation: Volexity PowerDuke November
2016)
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Application Layer Protocol

T1071

Description

Adversaries may communicate using OSI application layer protocols to avoid detection/
network filtering by blending in with existing traffic. Commands to the remote system, and
often the results of those commands, will be embedded within the protocol traffic
between the client and server. Adversaries may utilize many different protocols, including
those used for web browsing, transferring files, electronic mail, or DNS. For connections

that occur internally within an enclave (such as those between a proxy or pivot node and
other nodes), commonly used protocols are SMB, SSH, or RDP.

OS Credential Dumping

T1003

Description

Adversaries may attempt to dump credentials to obtain account login and credential
material, normally in the form of a hash or a clear text password, from the operating
system and software. Credentials can then be used to perform [Lateral Movement](https://
attack.mitre.org/tactics/TA0O008) and access restricted information. Several of the tools
mentioned in associated sub-techniques may be used by both adversaries and
professional security testers. Additional custom tools likely exist as well.

Screen Capture
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T3

Description

Adversaries may attempt to take screen captures of the desktop to gather information
over the course of an operation. Screen capturing functionality may be included as a
feature of a remote access tool used in post-compromise operations. Taking a screenshot
is also typically possible through native utilities or API calls, such as "CopyFromScreen’,

xwd’, or “screencapture’.(Citation: CopyFromScreen .NET)(Citation: Antiquated Mac
Malware)
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Medias and audiovisual

Description

Communication outlets used to deliver information by print, broadcast or Internet and
people working in these outlets.

Government and administrations

Description

Civilian government institutions and administrations of the executive and legislative
branches. The diplomatic and judicial branches are not included.

Finance

Description

Public and private entities involved in the allocation of assets and liabilities over space
and time.

Sector



TLP:CLEAR

Medias and audiovisual

Description

Communication outlets used to deliver information by print, broadcast or Internet and
people working in these outlets.

Government and administrations

Description

Civilian government institutions and administrations of the executive and legislative
branches. The diplomatic and judicial branches are not included.

Finance

Description

Public and private entities involved in the allocation of assets and liabilities over space
and time.

Sector



TLP:CLEAR

External References

https://mp.weixin.qgg.com/s?
__biz=Mzg2NjgzNjA5NQ%3D%3D&mMid=2247522061&idx=1&sn=22e56ee213d9e5229371ad3e082ebfab

https://otx.alienvault.com/pulse/65c116d825e9880d7e815a9e

External References


https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=Mzg2NjgzNjA5NQ%3D%3D&mid=2247522061&idx=1&sn=22e56ee213d9e5229371ad3e082ebfab
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=Mzg2NjgzNjA5NQ%3D%3D&mid=2247522061&idx=1&sn=22e56ee213d9e5229371ad3e082ebfab
https://otx.alienvault.com/pulse/65c116d825e9880d7e815a9e

	Intelligence Report
	Table of contents
	Overview
	Entities
	External References

	Overview
	Description
	Confidence

	Content
	Malware
	Intrusion-Set
	Attack-Pattern
	Sector
	External References


