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Overview

Description
A sophisticated Belarus-aligned cyberespionage group, Winter Vivern, is exploiting a zero-day

vulnerability in Roundcube Webmail servers, according to research by ESET Research and the
European Security Agency..

Confidence

This value represents the confidence in the correctness of the data contained within this report.
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Attack-Pattern

Develop Capabilities

T1587

Description

Adversaries may build capabilities that can be used during targeting. Rather than
purchasing, freely downloading, or stealing capabilities, adversaries may develop their
own capabilities in-house. This is the process of identifying development requirements
and building solutions such as malware, exploits, and self-signed certificates. Adversaries
may develop capabilities to support their operations throughout numerous phases of the
adversary lifecycle.(Citation: Mandiant APT1)(Citation: Kaspersky Sofacy)(Citation:
Bitdefender StrongPity June 2020)(Citation: Talos Promethium June 2020) As with legitimate
development efforts, different skill sets may be required for developing capabilities. The
skills needed may be located in-house, or may need to be contracted out. Use of a
contractor may be considered an extension of that adversary's development capabilities,
provided the adversary plays a role in shaping requirements and maintains a degree of
exclusivity to the capability.

Masquerading
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11036

Description

Adversaries may attempt to manipulate features of their artifacts to make them appear
legitimate or benign to users and/or security tools. Masquerading occurs when the name
or location of an object, legitimate or malicious, is manipulated or abused for the sake of
evading defenses and observation. This may include manipulating file metadata, tricking
users into misidentifying the file type, and giving legitimate task or service names.
Renaming abusable system utilities to evade security monitoring is also a form of
[Masquerading](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1036).(Citation: LOLBAS Main Site)

Phishing

11566

Description

Adversaries may send phishing messages to gain access to victim systems. All forms of
phishing are electronically delivered social engineering. Phishing can be targeted, known
as spearphishing. In spearphishing, a specific individual, company, or industry will be
targeted by the adversary. More generally, adversaries can conduct non-targeted phishing,
such as in mass malware spam campaigns. Adversaries may send victims emails
containing malicious attachments or links, typically to execute malicious code on victim
systems. Phishing may also be conducted via third-party services, like social media
platforms. Phishing may also involve social engineering techniques, such as posing as a
trusted source, as well as evasive techniques such as removing or manipulating emails or
metadata/headers from compromised accounts being abused to send messages (e.g.,
[Email Hiding Rules](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1564/008)).(Citation: Microsoft
OAuth Spam 2022)(Citation: Palo Alto Unit 42 VBA Infostealer 2014) Another way to
accomplish this is by forging or spoofing(Citation: Proofpoint-spoof) the identity of the
sender which can be used to fool both the human recipient as well as automated security
tools.(Citation: cyberproof-double-bounce) Victims may also receive phishing messages
that instruct them to call a phone number where they are directed to visit a malicious URL,
download malware,(Citation: sygnia Luna Month)(Citation: CISA Remote Monitoring and
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Management Software) or install adversary-accessible remote management tools onto
their computer (i.e., [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204)).(Citation:
Unit42 Luna Moth)

Email Collection

T4

Description

Adversaries may target user email to collect sensitive information. Emails may contain
sensitive data, including trade secrets or personal information, that can prove valuable to
adversaries. Adversaries can collect or forward email from mail servers or clients.

Acquire Infrastructure

T1583

Description

Adversaries may buy, lease, or rent infrastructure that can be used during targeting. A wide
variety of infrastructure exists for hosting and orchestrating adversary operations.
Infrastructure solutions include physical or cloud servers, domains, and third-party web
services.(Citation: TrendmicroHideoutsLease) Additionally, botnets are available for rent or
purchase. Use of these infrastructure solutions allows adversaries to stage, launch, and
execute operations. Solutions may help adversary operations blend in with traffic that is
seen as normal, such as contacting third-party web services or acquiring infrastructure to
support [Proxy](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1090).(Citation:
amnesty_nso_pegasus) Depending on the implementation, adversaries may use
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infrastructure that makes it difficult to physically tie back to them as well as utilize
infrastructure that can be rapidly provisioned, modified, and shut down.

Exploit Public-Facing Application

T1190

Description

Adversaries may attempt to exploit a weakness in an Internet-facing host or system to
initially access a network. The weakness in the system can be a software bug, a temporary
glitch, or a misconfiguration. Exploited applications are often websites/web servers, but
can also include databases (like SQL), standard services (like SMB or SSH), network device
administration and management protocols (like SNMP and Smart Install), and any other
system with Internet accessible open sockets.(Citation: NVD CVE-2016-6662)(Citation: CIS
Multiple SMB Vulnerabilities)(Citation: US-CERT TA18-106A Network Infrastructure Devices
2018)(Citation: Cisco Blog Legacy Device Attacks)(Citation: NVD CVE-2014-7169) Depending
on the flaw being exploited this may also involve [Exploitation for Defense Evasion]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1211). If an application is hosted on cloud-based
infrastructure and/or is containerized, then exploiting it may lead to compromise of the
underlying instance or container. This can allow an adversary a path to access the cloud or
container APIs, exploit container host access via [Escape to Host](https://attack.mitre.org/

techniques/T1611), or take advantage of weak identity and access management policies.
Adversaries may also exploit edge network infrastructure and related appliances,
specifically targeting devices that do not support robust host-based defenses.(Citation:
Mandiant Fortinet Zero Day)(Citation: Wired Russia Cyberwar) For websites and databases,
the OWASP top 10 and CWE top 25 highlight the most common web-based vulnerabilities.
(Citation: OWASP Top 10)(Citation: CWE top 25)

Multi-Stage Channels

n Attack-Pattern



TLP:CLEAR

11104

Description

Adversaries may create multiple stages for command and control that are employed under
different conditions or for certain functions. Use of multiple stages may obfuscate the
command and control channel to make detection more difficult. Remote access tools will
call back to the first-stage command and control server for instructions. The first stage
may have automated capabilities to collect basic host information, update tools, and

upload additional files. A second remote access tool (RAT) could be uploaded at that point
to redirect the host to the second-stage command and control server. The second stage
will likely be more fully featured and allow the adversary to interact with the system
through a reverse shell and additional RAT features. The different stages will likely be
hosted separately with no overlapping infrastructure. The loader may also have backup
first-stage callbacks or [Fallback Channels](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1008) in
case the original first-stage communication path is discovered and blocked.

Command and Scripting Interpreter

T1059

Description

Adversaries may abuse command and script interpreters to execute commands, scripts, or
binaries. These interfaces and languages provide ways of interacting with computer
systems and are a common feature across many different platforms. Most systems come
with some built-in command-line interface and scripting capabilities, for example, macOS
and Linux distributions include some flavor of [Unix Shell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/004) while Windows installations include the [Windows Command Shell]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/003) and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/001). There are also cross-platform interpreters such as [Python]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/006), as well as those commonly associated
with client applications such as [JavaScript](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059/007) and [Visual Basic](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/005). Adversaries
may abuse these technologies in various ways as a means of executing arbitrary
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commands. Commands and scripts can be embedded in [Initial Access](https://
attack.mitre.org/tactics/TA0001) payloads delivered to victims as lure documents or as
secondary payloads downloaded from an existing C2. Adversaries may also execute
commands through interactive terminals/shells, as well as utilize various [Remote
Services](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1021) in order to achieve remote Execution.
(Citation: Powershell Remote Commands)(Citation: Cisco 10S Software Integrity Assurance -
Command History)(Citation: Remote Shell Execution in Python)

Account Discovery

11087

Description

Adversaries may attempt to get a listing of valid accounts, usernames, or email addresses
on a system or within a compromised environment. This information can help adversaries
determine which accounts exist, which can aid in follow-on behavior such as brute-
forcing, spear-phishing attacks, or account takeovers (e.g., [Valid Accounts](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1078)). Adversaries may use several methods to enumerate
accounts, including abuse of existing tools, built-in commands, and potential
misconfigurations that leak account names and roles or permissions in the targeted

environment. For examples, cloud environments typically provide easily accessible
interfaces to obtain user lists. On hosts, adversaries can use default [PowerShell](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/001) and other command line functionality to identify
accounts. Information about email addresses and accounts may also be extracted by
searching an infected system'’s files.

Web Service

11102
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Description

Adversaries may use an existing, legitimate external Web service as a means for relaying
data to/from a compromised system. Popular websites and social media acting as a
mechanism for C2 may give a significant amount of cover due to the likelihood that hosts
within a network are already communicating with them prior to a compromise. Using
common services, such as those offered by Google or Twitter, makes it easier for
adversaries to hide in expected noise. Web service providers commonly use SSL/TLS
encryption, giving adversaries an added level of protection. Use of Web services may also
protect back-end C2 infrastructure from discovery through malware binary analysis while
also enabling operational resiliency (since this infrastructure may be dynamically
changed).

Application Layer Protocol

T1071

Description

Adversaries may communicate using OSI application layer protocols to avoid detection/
network filtering by blending in with existing traffic. Commands to the remote system, and
often the results of those commands, will be embedded within the protocol traffic
between the client and server. Adversaries may utilize many different protocols, including
those used for web browsing, transferring files, electronic mail, or DNS. For connections
that occur internally within an enclave (such as those between a proxy or pivot node and
other nodes), commonly used protocols are SMB, SSH, or RDP.

Exploitation for Client Execution
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11203

Description

Adversaries may exploit software vulnerabilities in client applications to execute code.
Vulnerabilities can exist in software due to unsecure coding practices that can lead to
unanticipated behavior. Adversaries can take advantage of certain vulnerabilities through
targeted exploitation for the purpose of arbitrary code execution. Oftentimes the most
valuable exploits to an offensive toolkit are those that can be used to obtain code
execution on a remote system because they can be used to gain access to that system.
Users will expect to see files related to the applications they commonly used to do work,
so they are a useful target for exploit research and development because of their high
utility. Several types exist: ### Browser-based Exploitation Web browsers are a common
target through [Drive-by Compromise](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1189) and
[Spearphishing Link](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1566/002). Endpoint systems
may be compromised through normal web browsing or from certain users being targeted
by links in spearphishing emails to adversary controlled sites used to exploit the web
browser. These often do not require an action by the user for the exploit to be executed.
## Office Applications Common office and productivity applications such as Microsoft
Office are also targeted through [Phishing](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1566).
Malicious files will be transmitted directly as attachments or through links to download
them. These require the user to open the document or file for the exploit to run. ###
Common Third-party Applications Other applications that are commonly seen or are part
of the software deployed in a target network may also be used for exploitation.
Applications such as Adobe Reader and Flash, which are common in enterprise
environments, have been routinely targeted by adversaries attempting to gain access to
systems. Depending on the software and nature of the vulnerability, some may be
exploited in the browser or require the user to open a file. For instance, some Flash

exploits have been delivered as objects within Microsoft Office documents.

Exfiltration Over C2 Channel

T1041

Description
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Adversaries may steal data by exfiltrating it over an existing command and control
channel. Stolen data is encoded into the normal communications channel using the same
protocol as command and control communications.
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Vulnerability

CVE-2023-5631

Vulnerability
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Domain-Name

recsecas.com

Domain-Name
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StixFile

05ae4c495¢10835af57430ca2dfed387aad221ff0651bbe17fc75bbd1f96369a
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IPv4-Addr

38.180.76.31
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External References

https://otx.alienvault.com/pulse/653a74e3546b288fb2e329a3

https://www.welivesecurity.com/en/eset-research/winter-vivern-exploits-zero-day-
vulnerability-roundcube-webmail-servers/
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