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Void Rabisu’s Use of
RomCom Backdoor Shows
a Growing Shift in Threat
Actors’ Goals
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Overview

Description

Void Rabisu, a malicious actor believed to be associated with the RomCom backdoor, was
thought to be driven by financial gain because of its ransomware attacks. Trend Micro
researchers have discovered that the use of RomCom in recent attacks suggests that they have
changed to geopolitical motivations.

Confidence

This value represents the confidence in the correctness of the data contained within this report.
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Intrusion-Set

Void Rabisu
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Attack-Pattern

Acquire Infrastructure

T1583

Description

Adversaries may buy, lease, or rent infrastructure that can be used during targeting. A wide
variety of infrastructure exists for hosting and orchestrating adversary operations.
Infrastructure solutions include physical or cloud servers, domains, and third-party web
services.(Citation: TrendmicroHideoutsLease) Additionally, botnets are available for rent or
purchase. Use of these infrastructure solutions allows adversaries to stage, launch, and
execute operations. Solutions may help adversary operations blend in with traffic that is
seen as normal, such as contacting third-party web services or acquiring infrastructure to
support [Proxy](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1090).(Citation:
amnesty_nso_pegasus) Depending on the implementation, adversaries may use
infrastructure that makes it difficult to physically tie back to them as well as utilize
infrastructure that can be rapidly provisioned, modified, and shut down.

Event Triggered Execution

T1546
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Description

Adversaries may establish persistence and/or elevate privileges using system mechanisms
that trigger execution based on specific events. Various operating systems have means to
monitor and subscribe to events such as logons or other user activity such as running
specific applications/binaries. Cloud environments may also support various functions
and services that monitor and can be invoked in response to specific cloud events.
(Citation: Backdooring an AWS account)(Citation: Varonis Power Automate Data Exfiltration)
(Citation: Microsoft DART Case Report 001) Adversaries may abuse these mechanisms as a
means of maintaining persistent access to a victim via repeatedly executing malicious
code. After gaining access to a victim system, adversaries may create/modify event triggers
to point to malicious content that will be executed whenever the event trigger is invoked.
(Citation: FireEye WMI 2015)(Citation: Malware Persistence on OS X)(Citation: amnesia
malware) Since the execution can be proxied by an account with higher permissions, such
as SYSTEM or service accounts, an adversary may be able to abuse these triggered

execution mechanisms to escalate their privileges.

Non-Standard Port

T1571

Description

Adversaries may communicate using a protocol and port pairing that are typically not
associated. For example, HTTPS over port 8088(Citation: Symantec Elfin Mar 2019) or port
587(Citation: Fortinet Agent Tesla April 2018) as opposed to the traditional port 443.
Adversaries may make changes to the standard port used by a protocol to bypass filtering

or muddle analysis/parsing of network data. Adversaries may also make changes to victim
systems to abuse non-standard ports. For example, Registry keys and other configuration
settings can be used to modify protocol and port pairings.(Citation:
change_rdp_port_conti)
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Remote Access Software

11219

Description

An adversary may use legitimate desktop support and remote access software, such as
Team Viewer, AnyDesk, Go2Assist, LogMein, AmmyyAdmin, etc, to establish an interactive
command and control channel to target systems within networks. These services are
commonly used as legitimate technical support software, and may be allowed by
application control within a target environment. Remote access tools like VNC, Ammyy, and
Teamviewer are used frequently when compared with other legitimate software commonly
used by adversaries.(Citation: Symantec Living off the Land) Remote access tools may be
installed and used post-compromise as alternate communications channel for redundant
access or as a way to establish an interactive remote desktop session with the target
system. They may also be used as a component of malware to establish a reverse
connection or back-connect to a service or adversary controlled system. Installation of
many remote access tools may also include persistence (ex: the tool's installation routine
creates a [Windows Service](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1543/003)). Admin tools
such as TeamViewer have been used by several groups targeting institutions in countries

of interest to the Russian state and criminal campaigns.(Citation: CrowdStrike 2015 Global
Threat Report)(Citation: CrySyS Blog TeamSpy)

Credentials from Password Stores

T1555

Description

Adversaries may search for common password storage locations to obtain user
credentials. Passwords are stored in several places on a system, depending on the
operating system or application holding the credentials. There are also specific
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applications that store passwords to make it easier for users manage and maintain. Once
credentials are obtained, they can be used to perform lateral movement and access
restricted information.

Phishing

T1566

Description

Adversaries may send phishing messages to gain access to victim systems. All forms of
phishing are electronically delivered social engineering. Phishing can be targeted, known
as spearphishing. In spearphishing, a specific individual, company, or industry will be
targeted by the adversary. More generally, adversaries can conduct non-targeted phishing,
such as in mass malware spam campaigns. Adversaries may send victims emails
containing malicious attachments or links, typically to execute malicious code on victim
systems. Phishing may also be conducted via third-party services, like social media
platforms. Phishing may also involve social engineering techniques, such as posing as a
trusted source, as well as evasive techniques such as removing or manipulating emails or
metadata/headers from compromised accounts being abused to send messages (e.g.,
[Email Hiding Rules](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1564/008)).(Citation: Microsoft
OAuth Spam 2022)(Citation: Palo Alto Unit 42 VBA Infostealer 2014) Another way to
accomplish this is by forging or spoofing(Citation: Proofpoint-spoof) the identity of the
sender which can be used to fool both the human recipient as well as automated security
tools.(Citation: cyberproof-double-bounce) Victims may also receive phishing messages
that instruct them to call a phone number where they are directed to visit a malicious URL,
download malware,(Citation: sygnia Luna Month)(Citation: CISA Remote Monitoring and
Management Software) or install adversary-accessible remote management tools onto
their computer (i.e., [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204)).(Citation:
Unit42 Luna Moth)

Obfuscated Files or Information
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11027

Description

Adversaries may attempt to make an executable or file difficult to discover or analyze by
encrypting, encoding, or otherwise obfuscating its contents on the system or in transit.
This is common behavior that can be used across different platforms and the network to
evade defenses. Payloads may be compressed, archived, or encrypted in order to avoid
detection. These payloads may be used during Initial Access or later to mitigate detection.
Sometimes a user's action may be required to open and [Deobfuscate/Decode Files or
Information](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1140) for [User Execution](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204). The user may also be required to input a password to
open a password protected compressed/encrypted file that was provided by the adversary.
(Citation: Volexity PowerDuke November 2016) Adversaries may also use compressed or
archived scripts, such as JavaScript. Portions of files can also be encoded to hide the
plain-text strings that would otherwise help defenders with discovery. (Citation: Linux/
Cdorked.A We Live Security Analysis) Payloads may also be split into separate, seemingly
benign files that only reveal malicious functionality when reassembled. (Citation: Carbon
Black Obfuscation Sept 2016) Adversaries may also abuse [Command Obfuscation](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1027/010) to obscure commands executed from payloads or
directly via [Command and Scripting Interpreter](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059). Environment variables, aliases, characters, and other platform/language specific
semantics can be used to evade signature based detections and application control
mechanisms. (Citation: FireEye Obfuscation June 2017) (Citation: FireEye Revoke-
Obfuscation July 2017)(Citation: PaloAlto EncodedCommand March 2017)

Application Layer Protocol

11071

Description
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Adversaries may communicate using OSI application layer protocols to avoid detection/
network filtering by blending in with existing traffic. Commands to the remote system, and
often the results of those commands, will be embedded within the protocol traffic
between the client and server. Adversaries may utilize many different protocols, including
those used for web browsing, transferring files, electronic mail, or DNS. For connections
that occur internally within an enclave (such as those between a proxy or pivot node and
other nodes), commonly used protocols are SMB, SSH, or RDP.

Screen Capture

T3

Description

Adversaries may attempt to take screen captures of the desktop to gather information
over the course of an operation. Screen capturing functionality may be included as a
feature of a remote access tool used in post-compromise operations. Taking a screenshot
is also typically possible through native utilities or API calls, such as "CopyFromScreen’,
xwd’, or “screencapture’.(Citation: CopyFromScreen .NET)(Citation: Antiquated Mac
Malware)
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