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Overview

Description

On May 23, 2023, Barracuda announced that a zero-day vulnerability (CVE-2023-2868) in the
Barracuda Email Security Gateway (ESG) had been exploited in-the-wild as early as October
2022 and that they engaged Mandiant to assist in the investigation. Through the investigation,
Mandiant identified a suspected China-nexus actor, currently tracked as UNC4841, targeting a
subset of Barracuda ESG appliances to utilize as a vector for espionage, spanning a multitude of
regions and sectors. Mandiant assesses with high confidence that UNC4841 is an espionage
actor behind this wide-ranging campaign in support of the People’s Republic of China.

Confidence

This value represents the confidence in the correctness of the data contained within this report.
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Attack-Pattern

Input Capture

T1056

Adversaries may use methods of capturing user input to obtain credentials or collect
information. During normal system usage, users often provide credentials to various
different locations, such as login pages/portals or system dialog boxes. Input capture
mechanisms may be transparent to the user (e.g. [Credential APl Hooking](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1056/004)) or rely on deceiving the user into providing input
into what they believe to be a genuine service (e.g. [Web Portal Capture](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1056/003)).

Masquerading

T1036
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Adversaries may attempt to manipulate features of their artifacts to make them appear
legitimate or benign to users and/or security tools. Masquerading occurs when the name
or location of an object, legitimate or malicious, is manipulated or abused for the sake of
evading defenses and observation. This may include manipulating file metadata, tricking
users into misidentifying the file type, and giving legitimate task or service names.
Renaming abusable system utilities to evade security monitoring is also a form of
[Masquerading](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1036).(Citation: LOLBAS Main Site)

Indicator Removal

T1070

Description

Adversaries may delete or modify artifacts generated within systems to remove evidence
of their presence or hinder defenses. Various artifacts may be created by an adversary or
something that can be attributed to an adversary’s actions. Typically these artifacts are
used as defensive indicators related to monitored events, such as strings from
downloaded files, logs that are generated from user actions, and other data analyzed by
defenders. Location, format, and type of artifact (such as command or login history) are
often specific to each platform. Removal of these indicators may interfere with event
collection, reporting, or other processes used to detect intrusion activity. This may
compromise the integrity of security solutions by causing notable events to go unreported.
This activity may also impede forensic analysis and incident response, due to lack of

sufficient data to determine what occurred.

Phishing

T1566
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Description

Adversaries may send phishing messages to gain access to victim systems. All forms of
phishing are electronically delivered social engineering. Phishing can be targeted, known
as spearphishing. In spearphishing, a specific individual, company, or industry will be
targeted by the adversary. More generally, adversaries can conduct non-targeted phishing,
such as in mass malware spam campaigns. Adversaries may send victims emails
containing malicious attachments or links, typically to execute malicious code on victim
systems. Phishing may also be conducted via third-party services, like social media
platforms. Phishing may also involve social engineering techniques, such as posing as a
trusted source, as well as evasive techniques such as removing or manipulating emails or
metadata/headers from compromised accounts being abused to send messages (e.g,,
[Email Hiding Rules](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1564/008)).(Citation: Microsoft
OAuth Spam 2022)(Citation: Palo Alto Unit 42 VBA Infostealer 2014) Another way to
accomplish this is by forging or spoofing(Citation: Proofpoint-spoof) the identity of the
sender which can be used to fool both the human recipient as well as automated security
tools.(Citation: cyberproof-double-bounce) Victims may also receive phishing messages
that instruct them to call a phone number where they are directed to visit a malicious URL,
download malware,(Citation: sygnia Luna Month)(Citation: CISA Remote Monitoring and
Management Software) or install adversary-accessible remote management tools onto
their computer (i.e., [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204)).(Citation:
Unit42 Luna Moth)

Rootkit

11014

Description

Adversaries may use rootkits to hide the presence of programs, files, network connections,
services, drivers, and other system components. Rootkits are programs that hide the
existence of malware by intercepting/hooking and modifying operating system API calls
that supply system information. (Citation: Symantec Windows Rootkits) Rootkits or rootkit
enabling functionality may reside at the user or kernel level in the operating system or
lower, to include a hypervisor, Master Boot Record, or [System Firmware](https://
attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1542/001). (Citation: Wikipedia Rootkit) Rootkits have been
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seen for Windows, Linux, and Mac OS X systems. (Citation: CrowdStrike Linux Rootkit)
(Citation: BlackHat Mac OSX Rootkit)

Impair Defenses

T1562

Description

Adversaries may maliciously modify components of a victim environment in order to
hinder or disable defensive mechanisms. This not only involves impairing preventative
defenses, such as firewalls and anti-virus, but also detection capabilities that defenders
can use to audit activity and identify malicious behavior. This may also span both native
defenses as well as supplemental capabilities installed by users and administrators.
Adversaries may also impair routine operations that contribute to defensive hygiene, such
as blocking users from logging out of a computer or stopping it from being shut down.
These restrictions can further enable malicious operations as well as the continued
propagation of incidents.(Citation: Emotet shutdown) Adversaries could also target event
aggregation and analysis mechanisms, or otherwise disrupt these procedures by altering
other system components.

Email Collection

T4

Description
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Adversaries may target user email to collect sensitive information. Emails may contain
sensitive data, including trade secrets or personal information, that can prove valuable to
adversaries. Adversaries can collect or forward email from mail servers or clients.

Command and Scripting Interpreter

T1059

Description

Adversaries may abuse command and script interpreters to execute commands, scripts, or
binaries. These interfaces and languages provide ways of interacting with computer
systems and are a common feature across many different platforms. Most systems come
with some built-in command-line interface and scripting capabilities, for example, macOS
and Linux distributions include some flavor of [Unix Shell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/004) while Windows installations include the [Windows Command Shell]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/003) and [PowerShell](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1059/001). There are also cross-platform interpreters such as [Python]
(https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/006), as well as those commonly associated
with client applications such as [JavaScript](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/
T1059/007) and [Visual Basic](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1059/005). Adversaries
may abuse these technologies in various ways as a means of executing arbitrary
commands. Commands and scripts can be embedded in [Initial Access](https://
attack.mitre.org/tactics/ TA0O001) payloads delivered to victims as lure documents or as
secondary payloads downloaded from an existing C2. Adversaries may also execute
commands through interactive terminals/shells, as well as utilize various [Remote
Services](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1021) in order to achieve remote Execution.
(Citation: Powershell Remote Commands)(Citation: Cisco 10S Software Integrity Assurance -
Command History)(Citation: Remote Shell Execution in Python)

Deobfuscate/Decode Files or Information
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T1140

Adversaries may use [Obfuscated Files or Information](https://attack.mitre.org/
techniques/T1027) to hide artifacts of an intrusion from analysis. They may require
separate mechanisms to decode or deobfuscate that information depending on how they
intend to use it. Methods for doing that include built-in functionality of malware or by
using utilities present on the system. One such example is the use of [certutil](https://
attack.mitre.org/software/S0160) to decode a remote access tool portable executable file
that has been hidden inside a certificate file.(Citation: Malwarebytes Targeted Attack
against Saudi Arabia) Another example is using the Windows “copy /b” command to
reassemble binary fragments into a malicious payload.(Citation: Carbon Black Obfuscation
Sept 2016) Sometimes a user's action may be required to open it for deobfuscation or
decryption as part of [User Execution](https://attack.mitre.org/techniques/T1204). The user
may also be required to input a password to open a password protected compressed/
encrypted file that was provided by the adversary. (Citation: Volexity PowerDuke November
2016)
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Indicator

104.223.20.222

Description

CC=US ASN=AS8100 ASN-QUADRANET-GLOBAL

Pattern Type

stix

Pattern

lipv4-addr:value = '104.223.20.222']

Indicator
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IPv4-Addr

104.223.20.222
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External References

https://www.mandiant.com/resources/blog/barracuda-esg-exploited-globally

https://otx.alienvault.com/pulse/648b66983f37706379€0a660
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